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portion, Brittany, Normandy, Picardy, Belgium, and most of the Seine valley made up Neustria, which perhaps meant "the new kingdom/' the rest being divided between Burgundy and Aquitaine. In 620 the whole of this great Prankish dominion, of which Austrasia at least was emphatically German, recognized one Merwing king, Chlothar IL, but, both in Austrasia and in Burgundy, he was obliged to recognize an irremovable Minister bearing the title of Mayor of the Palace, whose authority was only nominally subordinate to his own.
In 662 Chlothar made his son Dagobert King of Austrasia, where he was guided, if not controlled, by the Mayor of the Palace, called Pepin the Old, to distinguish him from descendants who bore the same name, and by Arnulf, Bishop of Metz. Arnulf, as was not unusual in those days, was a married man though a bishop; his own was wedded to Pepin's daughter, and from them descended the house of the Arnulfings, who in a later generation came to be called the Karlings, Carolingians, or Carlovingians, the house of Charles Martel* Arnulf's wisdom and virtue, together with the piety which caused him in his Tatter years to resign his episcopal office and retire to a hermitage, won his enrollment among the saints of the Church. Pepin was a worthy coadjutor. In 628 Dagobert became King of all the Franks. Practically, he was then King of Neustria and the South, while Pepin ruled in Austrasia.
Dagobert's death, in 638, left the succession to two sons. Pepin's death, in the following year, gave the succession in the mayoralty of Austrasia to his son. Grimoald, though at first he had to fight for his authority. Of the two sons of Dagobert, the elder, Sigibert, was King of Austrasia; the younger, Chlodwig, of Neustria and Burgundy. It would seem that another grandson of Chlothar IL had the title of Duke of Aquitaine. In 656 Sigibert of Austrasia died. Sigibert's son Dagobert ought to have become King of Austrasia; then the mayor, Grimoald, kidnapped the child, made him a monk in an Irish monastery, and grasped at the crown. His attempt failed; the Austrasian nobles recognized Chlodwig of- Neustria as King of all the Franks, and Grimoald was cruelly put to death. Chlodwig died later in the same year, and was succeeded on the Frankish fhrone by his young son Chlothar II.
Then the Austrasians resolved to split the kingdom again, and, with their peculiar loyally to the Merwings, they made Chlothar's younger brother Childeric King of Austrasia, With the two children on the throne, the Neustrian Mayor of the Palace, Ebroin, got the whole government into his hands, and used it with extreme tyranny for a short tune. Then came anarchy; Chlothar died, the Neustrians recognized Childeric as King of all the Franks instead of his yotn^er brother Thettderic, whom Ebroin set up, and both Ebroin and Thettdefric